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P L W IMMIGRATIO

INTEGRATIVE CANADIAN GROUP ORGANIZATION
S| Ll { [ S | S—-PVE 5| [ S-S

Refugees Sponsorship (G5- CS)-Family/Spousal Sponsorship
Skilled Worker/Business Class Immigration - Visitor/Study
Visa

Canadian Citizenship - PR Card Renewal- Canadian Passports
and Travel Documents - Iraqis / Arabs Passports

USA/ Europ/ Other Visas

Ontario Work - ODSP - Windsor Housing

Police Certificate - Filling out and printing forms for Power
of Attorney

Certified and Notarized Translations
Personal, Legal & Financial Documents.
Educational Degree.

Birth and Marriage Certificate.
Passports, IDs, Driving Licenses & more.

Senior & Youth Programs
Outdoor/Indoor Activities (Trips, Movies, Games) -
Art, Music, Computer, Sweenig & Cooking Courses

Worldwide Courier Service
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We Also Offer
International Degrees Evaluation - Citizenship Test

Student Summer Job opportunity

Canada

+1519-254-2000

JadY) gad il i +1226-506-9331(®

WE ARE CHANGING LIVES

877 Walker Road, Windsor, ON NSY 2N5

wWWwWWw.i-c~-g-0.com
www.facebook.com/ICGO1/
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Preparation - Income Tax Clinic - Food Aid. ontrs <y o Aie lae e - 4 Jaall Ay pual il
Work and Volunteering opportunities TR N - &3k (a b - Jee (a
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Damascus Withdraws
from Paris Meetings

with SDF in Protest Over

Hasakah Conference

*
3 ¥

he Syrian government

announced that it will
not participate in any up-
coming meetings in Paris
with the group known as the
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), citing objections to
a recent conference held in
Hasakah, in northeastern
Syria, that brought togeth-
er religious figures from
Sweida and the Syrian
coast.

According to an official
government source, the
Hasakah conference was
viewed by Damascus as a
setback to ongoing negotia-
tion efforts. The government
stated it would not negotiate
with any party seeking to
restore what it described as
a “defunct regime” under
any form or title.

The source called on inter-
national mediators to move
all negotiations to Damas-
cus, describing it as the
legitimate and national
venue for dialogue among
Syrians. The government
condemned the hosting of
what it termed ‘“separatist
figures involved in hos-
tile activities,” claiming
this violated the March 10
agreement.

Damascus argued that such
actions could invite foreign
interference and lead to re-
newed sanctions, holding
the SDF legally, politically,
and historically responsible.
The government described
the Hasakah gathering as
a fragile alliance of groups
opposed to the Syrian
people’s achievements and
the fall of the previous re-
gime.

The official said the con-

ference represented an
attempt to avoid commit-
ments under the ceasefire
agreement and the integra-
tion of institutions, continu-
ing breaches of the accord.
It was also portrayed as a
cover for what Damascus
alleged were systematic
demographic changes tar-
geting Syrian Arabs, carried
out by what it called “ex-
tremist Kurdish currents.”

On the shape of Syria’s
future state, the source
emphasized that such mat-
ters should not be decided
through factional arrange-
ments, but rather through
a permanent constitution
approved by a popular ref-
erendum, ensuring equal
participation for all citizens.
The government stressed
that the Hasakah conference
conflicted with commit-
ments already underway,
including the formation of a
transitional justice body, the
launch of its work, and the
national dialogue process
initiated in February.

According to the same
source, the conference pro-
moted proposals that contra-
dicted the March 10 agree-
ment, such as the creation of
a new national army, recon-
sidering the constitutional
declaration, or altering ad-
ministrative divisions. The
government noted that the
agreement explicitly called
for integrating all civilian
and military institutions in
northeastern Syria into the
state framework, with rights
guaranteed based on com-
petence rather than affilia-
tion.

The statement concluded by
affirming that religious or
ethnic groups have the full
right to express their polit-
ical visions, hold meetings,
and establish parties, pro-
vided these activities take
place within the framework
of national laws.

Backlash in Iraq Over British Ambassador’s
Remarks on Popular Mobilization Forces

Irag Summons UK Ambassador Over
‘Undiplomatic' Remarks on PMF

Lal dll

aghdad — Remarks made by

British Ambassador to Iraq
Stephen Irfan Siddiq in a media
interview on August 8 have been
described by Iraqi officials and
political figures as interference
in the country’s internal affairs,
sparking a wave of criticism. In
the interview, the ambassador
called for the disbandment of the
Popular Mobilization Forces or
their integration under state au-
thority, describing it as a decisive
step toward rebuilding state in-
stitutions and achieving security
and stability. The Iraqi Ministry
of Foreign Affairs said it had
formally conveyed its strong ob-
jection to the ambassador, stating
that the government considers
the comments a violation of dip-
lomatic norms and interference
in domestic matters. The contro-
versy comes as Iraq’s parliament
works on legislation to regulate
the operations of the Popular
Mobilization Forces, placing the

al la
ey

future of the group and its role
within the national security struc-
ture at the center of debate. Qais
al-Khazali, secretary-general of
Asaib Ahl al-Haq, criticized the
ambassador’s comments on the
social media platform X, calling
them interference in matters out-
side his mandate. Abdulrahman
al-Kadhimi, a senior figure in the
Badr Organization, urged tighter
oversight of certain diplomat-
ic missions in Iraq, particularly
the U.S. and British embassies,
citing what he described as in-
creased interference in Iraq’s
internal affairs. Speaking to Al
Jazeera, al-Kadhimi stressed that
Iraq is a fully sovereign state and
an active member of the United
Nations, and said that those who
do not respect this sovereignty
and balanced relations based on
mutual interests should recon-
sider their positions immediately
or leave the country. He called on
the Iraqi government and Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs to take
full responsibility in curbing
what he described as unaccept-
able overreach, emphasizing
the need to protect Iraq’s sover-
eignty from any external inter-
ference. Military adviser Safaa
al-Asam said the British ambas-
sador’s statements represent a
dangerous and unacceptable pre-
cedent in Iraq’s history. He told
Al Jazeera that diplomatic norms
require that any concerns or ob-
jections be conveyed through
official channels, especially be-
tween countries with strong re-
lations, describing the remarks
as an extension of threats made
by the U.S. deputy ambassador
during meetings with political
blocs. He added that such an
approach falls outside the frame-
work of Iraq’s strategic part-
nerships with Washington and
London. While affirming that
Iraq adheres to diplomatic dia-
logue and does not seek to escal-
ate tensions, especially ahead of
elections, he stressed the need to
reject such statements and hold
those responsible accountable.
He warned that continued op-
position from Washington and
its allies to passing the Popular
Mobilization Forces law in its
current form could push Iraq
into avoidable turmoil, adding
that Iraq is not a state subservi-
ent to any foreign power and
that imposing agendas in such an
open manner constitutes a clear
breach of diplomatic principles.

Iran to Host Senior IAEA Official for
Talks Without Nuclear Site Visits

r

ranian Foreign Minister Ab-

bas Araghchi said on Sunday
that a senior official from the
International Atomic Energy
Agency will arrive in Iran on
Monday for talks, but there are
no plans to visit nuclear sites.

Writing on his Telegram ac-
count, Araghchi stated that ne-
gotiations will be held with the
IAEA tomorrow to establish a
framework for cooperation. He
added that a deputy to IAEA
Director General Rafael Grossi
will travel to Tehran, but site
visits will not take place until
a work framework is agreed.
Since Israel carried out its first
military strikes on Iranian nu-
clear facilities during a 12-day
conflict in June, IAEA inspect-
ors have not been able to access
Iranian installations, despite

Grossi’s earlier assertion that
inspections remain a priority.
Iran has accused the agency of
effectively paving the way for
the attacks by issuing a highly
critical report on May 31, which
led the agency’s 35-member
Board of Governors to declare
that Iran had violated its nuclear
non-proliferation commitments.
Iran, which denies seeking nu-
clear weapons, has reiterated
its adherence to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. Last
month, Iran’s parliament passed
a law suspending cooperation
with the IAEA, stipulating that
any future inspections of Iran-
ian nuclear sites must be ap-
proved by the Supreme Nation-
al Security Council in Tehran.
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A Look at Mark Carney’s Leadershlp Up to Now

'q Dalia Gorges

fter four months in office,

Mark Carney has left the
public with mixed feelings;
one cannot consider him a bad
leader but also cannot refer
to him as someone who has
made a significant difference
in Canada. On one hand, Car-
ney has taken important steps
to manage Canada’s economy
during a challenging time. On
the other hand, some feel he
has not focused on domestic
issues enough and is spend-
ing resources on international
matters that are less urgent.

Economically, Carney re-
moved the consumer carbon
tax as his first initiative as
Prime Minister. He has kept
the Bank of Canada’s inter-
est rate at a steady 2.75% as

of July 2025, aiming to con-
trol inflation without overly
slowing down growth. Carney
has also been active in global
financial forums such as the
Financial Stability Board. He
fulfilled his promise to re-
move federal trade barriers by
Canada Day, by implementing
Bill C-5, known as One Can-
adian Economy, which was
to eliminate federal barriers
to interprovincial trade and
labour mobility. Carney dem-
onstrated careful management
during uncertain times. How-
ever, many Canadians are still
struggling with rising costs
and household debt, and Car-
ney’s policies do not directly
help those people enough. His
focus on broad financial sta-
bility sometimes feels distant
from the daily realities facing
workers, renters, and small
business owners. Although
Carney is putting effort into
the economy and long-term
financial stability, Canadians
still do not see a difference in
the new Liberal government,
as their daily struggles are yet
to be met.

On the international level,
Canada has shown support
for international causes, in-
cluding financial and pohtlcal
backing for Palestine’s state-
hood; Canada is supporting
a two-state solution for the
Israel-Palestine conflict. In
addition, Prime Minister Mark
Carney announced a $100
million aid package for Pales-
tinians in Gaza and the West
Bank, which includes 10,000
kilograms of humanitarian
aid. The Prime Minister has
also initiated talks with Presi-
dent Trump about US-Canada
Trade to resolve tariff-related
tensions. Canada signed a stra-
tegic defence agreement with
the EU, marking the first step
towards joining the EU’s Re-
Arm Europe plan and enabling
participation in the SAFE loan
program. Canada is indicating
humanitarian actions, and its
commitment to help struggling
countries is significant. Yet,
the question remains, when
will Canada respond to urgent
domestic problems such as the
lack of affordable housing,
waiting times for health care,
and high unemployment rates?

Canada should prioritize Can-
adians and invest the resources
available in making Canadians
live “better” and responding to
taxpayers’ concerns. Some see
Carney’s international focus
as a distraction from these im-
mediate challenges.

Carney is a capable economist
but a less effective political
leader. Carney’s work to keep
Canada’s financial system
stable and engaging internation-
ally is essential, especially as
the global economy faces infla-
tion. Nevertheless, critics argue
that he has not done enough to
ease the economic pressures on
average Canadians. Many feel

that while long-term stabil-
ity matters and international
cooperation is  important,
more direct action to reduce
inequality and support strug-
gling Canadian communities
is required.

Overall, Carney’s early
months in office reflect both
progress and areas of concern.
The public is concerned about
whether his priorities fully
match the needs of Canadians
facing economic struggles to-
day. How he balances these
competing demands going
forward will be key to shaping
his legacy and public confi-
dence.

CANADIAN POLITICAL

PARTIES

AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

By: Dalia Gorges

6 Conservative lee*ral
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n Canada’s multi-party sys-

tem, political disagreements
are a sign of a functioning
democracy. Political parties
in Canada reflect different so-
cial and economic values and
priorities. With many political
parties, each party influences
national growth through com-
peting ideas and by challen-
ging the other parties to work
on their weak side. The three
leading parties are the Lib-
erals, the Conservatives, and
the New Democratic Party.
Other smaller parties like the
Green Party, Bloc Québécois,

BLOC

-
\’ QUEBECOIS
and People’s Party of Canada
(PPC) are not as powerful but
contribute by pushing major
parties to address overlooked
issues. The Liberal Party oc-
cupies a center-left position,
often focusing on economic
growth, environmental protec-
tion, and social justice. They
championed issues such as
climate change through car-
bon tax, supporting families
through childcare benefits, and
generally open policy towards
immigration and refugees.
Example policies include the
legalization of sale and posses-

sion of cannabis, high taxes on
the wealthy, and funded social
programs. Liberals are often
criticized for making prom-
ises they do not keep and/or
spending beyond the country’s
means. While these challenges
are frustrating, other political
parties push the party towards
more accountable spending
and respond to voters. Con-
versely, the conservative party
holds a center-right position;
they emphasize more clas-
sical views such as lowering
taxes, balanced budgets, and
limited government interven-
tion. Conservatives favour
free market economy princi-
ples and programs, like the
Canadian tax-free savings ac-
counts. They have been critic-
al of policies that raise the cost
of living, such as the liberal
carbon tax and the increasing
housing costs; they support
Canada’s gas and oil indus-
tries and private healthcare.
Conservatives’ main critique
is their resistance to rapid

change in policies or decisions.
However, Conservatives act
as a counterbalance that helps
prevent reckless decision-mak-
ing and keeps national debates
grounded in practical concerns.
The New democratic party,
or the NDP, supports a mixed
economy, working-class issues,
and expanded public services.
They fight for the universal
health care system to include
dental care, eye and hearing
care, and Pharmacare, as well as
focusing on affordable housing
and increased minimum wages.
The NDP has never formed a
government in Canada, but its
consistent support has given it
considerable power. The NDP
has influenced the national
policies by pushing the Lib-
erals and Conservatives to re-
spond to social equality issues
and affordability. This ability
to raise new concerns and pres-
sure larger parties contributes
directly to political responsive-
ness. Besides these major par-
ties, other smaller parties also
hold significance. For instance,
the Green Party has a focus on
environmentalism and sustaina-
bility. Aside from their support
for the ecosystem, they advo-
cate for a free postsecondary

education, guaranteed livable
income, and universal child-
care. The Bloc Québécois’
stance on Quebec’s sovereign-
ty represents the cultural and
political interests of Quebec,
reminding federal leaders to
consider regional identities.
They advocated for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions,
fighting climate change, re-
ducing wait times for immi-
gration applications, and en-
suring the Canadian federal
government continues to fund
public healthcare. People’s
Party of Canada, or the PPC,
raises debates about individ-
ual freedoms and government
overreach, which, while div-
isive, reflect the concerns of a
portion of the population. PPC
supports limiting immigration
and has less focus on Canada’s
multiculturalism and more on
the cultural integration of new-
comers. Ultimately, no single
political party has all the good
sides, but each influences the
policies and Canada’s growth.
Their competing priorities and
ideas may lead to conflict,
but that very conflict helps
Canada move forward. In a
diverse and evolving country
like Canada, political differ-
ences are essential.
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ONTARIO APPROVES THREE NEW PUBLICLY FUNDED
SURGICAL AND DIAGNOSTIC CENTRES FOR WINDSOR

Windsor residents  will
soon have faster access
to life-saving diagnostic and
surgical procedures thanks to

a major Ontario government
investment.

On Friday, Windsor—Tecum-
ssh MPP Andrew Dowie
announced that three new

community  surgical and
diagnostic centres have been
approved to deliver publicly

funded services as part of a
$155-million provincial in-
itiative to cut wait times and
expand care across Ontario.

The Windsor facilities
clude:

* RAAMP Endoscopy — GI
endoscopy procedures (li-
censing expected 2026)

* Rose City Endoscopy — GI
endoscopy services (opening
2025)

* GMNI MRI/CT Windsor
— MRI and CT scan services
(expected 2026)

The province says the expan-
sion is part of a plan to con-
nect up to 1.2 million patients
to faster MRI, CT, and endos-

in-

copy services over two years
through 57 new licensed centres
across Ontario.

“The Government of Ontario is
proud to strengthen and expand
access to health care by deliv-
ering faster, more convenient
diagnostic services in Wind-
sor-Essex,” said Dowie.

Dr. Wassim Saad, president
of RAAMP Endoscopy, said
the project will give residents
better, faster access to essen-
tial procedures “right here at
home.”

Licensing for the centres will
begin as early as summer 2025,
marking a milestone in the ef-
fort to meet Windsor-Essex’s
growing health care needs.

Millions in Tax Dollars to Fill
Downtown Pool Instead of
Building Permanent Shelter

i

| year-round,

Windsor City Council has
quietly voted to spend
millions of taxpayer dollars
filling in the pool at the former
Windsor Water World build-
ing to create more emergency
shelter space downtown.

The decision was made dur-
ing a closed-door meeting
on Monday, with funding
taken from money that had
originally been earmarked
for a permanent Housing
and Homelessness Help Hub
(H4). Instead of building or
retrofitting a permanent fa-
cility — a project still years
away — council chose to re-
purpose the old pool space
and upgrade the building’s
HVAC system.

Mayor Drew Dilkens con-
firmed that the project will
cost “several million” dollars
but refused to give an exact
figure, citing concerns about
tipping off potential contract-
orS.

The city’s “temporary” H4
facility now operates 24/7,
with  shelters
often hitting maximum cap-
acity during extreme weather.
Dilkens said the extra space
will ensure “no one ever
needs to sleep on the street” in
Windsor.

While city officials say the
move is about addressing ur-
gent needs, the closed-door
nature of the decision —
combined with the massive,
undisclosed cost — is raising
eyebrows. Critics argue that
residents deserve transparen-
cy when millions of public
dollars are being spent, espe-
cially on a stopgap measure
instead of a permanent solu-
tion.

For now, the plan moves for-
ward, and taxpayers will be
footing the bill — without
knowing exactly how much
they’re paying.

WECHC Welcomes
New CEO Fabio Costante

he Windsor Essex Com-
munity Housing Corpora-
tion (WECHC) has announced
the appointment of Fabio

Costante as its new Chief

Executive Officer, ushering in
anew era of leadership for the

region’s largest provider of

affordable housing.

Costante, a respected com-
munity advocate and former
municipal leader, steps into
the role at a transformative
time for WECHC, as the or-
ganization advances its mis-
sion to create inclusive, com-
passionate, and sustainable
housing communities across
Windsor and Essex County.

Key priorities under Cos-

tante’s leadership will in-
clude:
Delivering  tenant-centred,

compassionate housing servi-
ces

Championing inclusive and
sustainable community de-
velopment

Ensuring tenant and staff
voices are actively repre-
sented in decision-making

“ am honoured to join
WECHC and to serve the
thousands of residents who
call our communities home,”
said Costante. “I look forward
to working with our dedicated
staff, tenants, and commun-
ity partners to strengthen our
services and create even more
opportunities for safe, access-
ible housing.”

Over the coming months,
Costante will engage direct-
ly with employees, residents,
and local partners to listen,
learn, and collaborate on solu-
tions that address the region’s
housing needs.

WECHC currently provides
housing for more than 12,000
residents across Windsor and
Essex County. With Costante
at the helm, the organization
is reaffirming its commit-
ment to building communities
where everyone feels a true
sense of belonging.

Chatham-Kent
Police Warn
of Counterfeit
$100 Bills in
Circulation

he Chatham-Kent Police

Service (CKPS) is alert-
ing the public to the presence
of counterfeit $100 bills cur-
rently circulating in the com-
munity.

Authorities are urging
residents and businesses to
carefully inspect all cash
transactions to avoid becom-
ing victims of fraud.

According to CKPS, signs of
a counterfeit bill can include:

Identical serial numbers on
multiple bills

Slight differences in colour
compared to genuine currency

Images that wear off, espe-
cially along a large crease in
the middle

Holographic security strips
showing signs of peeling

The transparent window
faintly marked with the words
“Prop Money”

“Carefully check your cash
before accepting it,” CKPS
advised in a recent social
media post. “Do NOT attempt
to use counterfeit money.”

Anyone who encounters a
suspected counterfeit  bill
is asked to contact Chat-
ham-Kent Police immediately
at  519-352-1234.
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Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani Chairs Land-
mark Government Performance Evaluation Conference

£

»
On Saturday, Prime Min-
ister Mohammed Shia’
Al-Sudani presided over
the inaugural Government
Performance Evaluation
Conference, a landmark
event held under the theme
“Performance  Evaluation:
A Pathway to Reform and
Government  Excellence.”
The conference marked the
first comprehensive and
publicly presented review
of governmental leader-
ship since the current ad-
ministration took office,
underscoring a new era of
transparency and account-
ability in Iraq’s governance.

The  gathering  brought
together senior officials,
ministers, advisors, aca-

demics, and representatives
from oversight bodies to
discuss the results compiled
by the Supreme Committee
for Performance Evaluation
and its specialized subcom-
mittees. Over recent months,

these committees have been
implementing the govern-

ment’s program commit-
ments through continuous
monitoring, assessment,
and follow-up to ensure that
performance standards are
met and improved across
all administrative levels.

In his opening address,
Prime Minister Al-Sudani
emphasized that institution-
al reform has been a central
pillar of his government’s
agenda since its first ses-
sion. The aim, he noted, is to
modernize state institutions,
strengthen operational effi-
ciency, and ensure that pub-
lic resources are managed
with integrity and effective-
ness. While acknowledging
that previous stages of Iraq’s
governance faced challenges
and  criticisms—especial-
ly regarding administrative
leadership—he stressed that
reforms must be measured,
deliberate, and resistant to

the temptation of hasty, pol-
itically driven decisions that
could undermine progress.

The Prime Minister made
clear that instances of cor-
ruption, once identified,
were handled through swift
and targeted measures out-
side the standard evaluation
framework. At the same
time, he acknowledged that
the reform process has not
been without resistance.
Political pressures have, at
times, attempted to influence
appointments by pushing
less qualified nominees into
critical roles, but he reiterat-
ed his administration’s stance
that merit, competence, and
track record—not political
affiliation—must deter-
mine leadership positions.

The evaluation framework
developed by the commit-
tees established a uniform,
transparent set of perform-
ance criteria, applying them

to a broad spectrum of roles:
from general directors to
deputies, advisors, heads of
independent commissions,
and cabinet ministers. Al-
though a ministerial re-
shuffle had been anticipated
as part of the outcome, pol-
itical constraints delayed
its  full implementation,
a challenge the govern-
ment continues to navigate.

To carry out this work with
professionalism and impar-
tiality, the Prime Minister’s
Office formed high-level
teams that included mem-
bers from key oversight
bodies, several ministries,
technical experts, and dis-
tinguished university pro-
fessors. This collaboration
ensured that evaluations
were grounded in objective
data, rigorous analysis, and
internationally  recognized
performance standards.

At the general director level
alone, 1,135 semi-annual
evaluations were completed.
The process led to the dis-
missal of 41 directors and
the termination of 89 acting
appointments, a significant
turnover aimed at injecting
new energy and account-
ability into state institutions.
These changes, the Prime
Minister noted, have already
stimulated  greater  dili-
gence and responsiveness
among leadership ranks.

In total, more than 21%
of evaluated officials saw
changes in their positions.
Evaluations also covered 52

deputies and 12 advisors,
with outcomes leading to
the Iraqi Parliament’s rati-
fication of several perma-
nent appointments—an un-
precedented  achievement
and the first such parliament-
ary endorsement since 2003.

Prime Minister Al-Sudani
expressed heartfelt gratitude
to the high-performing offi-
cials whose dedication and
results stood out during the
process, pledging to sup-
port their continued service
to the nation. He extended
special thanks to the Direc-
tor of the Prime Minister’s
Office, the Government Per-
formance Evaluation Advis-
or, and all technical teams
and specialized committees,
recognizing their commit-
ment to this demanding
but vital national project.

This initiative, he affirmed,
represents more than just
a bureaucratic review—it
is a structural reform pro-
cess designed to elevate the
standards of governance,
build public trust, and set a
precedent for future admin-
istrations. By combining
transparency,  merit-based
leadership selection, and
systematic oversight, the
evaluation program is a de-
cisive step toward building
state institutions that are
both capable and citizen-fo-
cused, aligning with Iraq’s
long-term vision of stability,
progress, and good govern-
ance.




